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Depiction of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel

The book of Malachi was authored as early as 515BC and as late as 400BC 
(even later for more liberal scholars). Popularly, it is known as the last book 
of the Christian Old Testament, and, for some, it marks the last words of 
God before a period of 400 years of silence. While this view makes sense 
due to the layout of our Bibles, it may be the case that Malachi was 
authored before even Ezra and Nehemiah. 


The book is dated to the time of the Persian period due to the reference to a 
“governor” in Malachi 1:8, the emphasis on tithing found in Malachi 3:8-15, 
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and the general theme of the rededication of the 
temple found throughout the book. 


The book is also popular for its connection with 
the opening chapters of each gospel account. 
The prophet John the Baptizer is often 
recognized as the fulfillment of the prophecies of 
Malachi. In fact, much of John’s preaching uses 
the same imagery utilized by Malachi several 
hundred years before him. 


The book of Malachi is structured around six 
sections of dialogue: 1:2-5; 1:6-2:9; 2:10-16; 
2:17-3:5; 3:6-12; 3:13-4:3. This six sections will 
serve as a general outline for our class on 
Tuesday mornings. 


Malachi has two major time periods in mind: the 
time of the rededication of the temple and the 
time of the kingdom of God. Sometimes, it can 
be difficult to distinguish which period is under 
consideration, but if we allow the New 
Testament to interpret the Old Testament, then 
some of this will make more sense as we read 
through the book together. 


While the popular view is that Malachi marks the beginning of 400 years of 
silence, I personally find this argument to be not convincing. If I were able to 

produce once prophet of God who existed 
during this 400 years, then we would have a 
good reason to question this view. 


Anna was a prophet in Jerusalem before Jesus 
was born. The Bible says that she was 84 years 
old and never left the temple (Luke 2:36-38). 
Her existence as a prophetess calls into 
question this popular theory. 


Regardless, Malachi marks the end of our Old 
Testaments, and it sets the stage for the 

preaching of John the Baptist, the life of Jesus, and the arrival of the kingdom 
of God. I hope you’ll join us each week as we explore this fascinating book 
and get a better grasp of the New Testament through a better understanding 
of the Old Testament. 


Anna the Prophetess 
(Luke 2:36-38)

1:2-5; 1:6-2:9; 
2:10-16; 2:17-3:5; 
3:6-12; 3:13-4:3 

THE SIX SECTIONS OF MALACHI
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Esau sells his 
birthright to Jacob.

The first declaration of the Messenger is that God loves his people. Because 
God is love, every act of God is an act of love. Even God’s wrath has a 
loving purpose in Malachi: repentance which leads to reconciliation. Like a 
father disciplining his children, God’s wrath is intended to end in an 
embrace. God wants nothing more than to be reunited with the people. 


God’s love and God’s wrath are not incompatible, for when we understand 
God’s relentless love, we come to understand the need for and object of 
God’s wrath: whatever is not of love. This brings sin and righteousness into 
perspective by forcing us to repent of all of our sins, not just the outward, 

MALACHI 
Malachi 1:2-5 | “I Have Loved You”
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“obvious” sins. Sins such as greed, lust, and 
hatred, though they may seem small compared 
to something like murder, are incompatible with 
the love of God and must be expunged from the 
record of our lives. 


Israel’s response to God is, “How have you 
loved us?” People misinterpret God’s wrath as a 
lack of love or God’s love as a lack of wrath, but 
the two go hand in hand. To demonstrate Divine 
love for the people, God points to history: “Yet I 
have loved Jacob but I have hated Esau.” 


Israel must recall that, despite her continual 
failings, God has always loved her and kept the 
promises made to Abraham. They fell in the 
wilderness, but a remnant was preserved. 
Abraham lied about Sarah, but God remained 
faithful. David had a man killed, but God kept 
the promise made to David. 


Esau, though he was in a relationship with God 
and blessed by God, had sold his right to the 
inheritance. This does not mean that God hated 
Esau in that Esau is damned to Hell. Instead, in 
terms of the promises made to Abraham, Jacob, later named Israel, was 
chosen by God. 


This is an important concept to understand 
because in Romans 9 Paul talks about the 
touchy subject of election. On the surface, it 
looks as if Paul is speaking about individuals, 
but when we realize the Old Testament 
backdrop to Paul’s point seen here in Malachi, 
we find that he is specifically talking about God 
choosing a group of people through whom the 
Seed would come, not individual souls. 


The purpose of God fulfilling these promises 
was not to exclude people like Esau or the 

Gentiles from these promises but that, “Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy” (Romans 15:8-9).


Jacob blesses his 
twelve sons.

“I have loved 
Jacob but I have 
hated Esau.” 

MALACHI 1:2-3
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God consuming a 
sacrifice

The second charge laid against the people of Israel is a failure to honor 
God’s name. They despised the table of God by offering polluted offerings: 
animals that were lame, sick, and blind. The priesthood was responsible for 
reading and carrying through the Law of God for themselves and for all of 
the people. 


When God’s priests fail to honor God through proper sacrifice, they are not 
only dishonoring God and bringing harm upon themselves, but they are also 
hurting the people who can’t make sacrifices themselves. The people are 
like sheep without a shepherd. 


MALACHI 
Malachi 1:6-2:9 | “You Have Despised My Name”

http://danielr.net/malachi


Golden Agers - Fall 2022 September 27, 2022

danielr.net/malachi 6

In verse 10, the Messenger says that he would 
rather the priests shut the doors of the temple 
than continue to offer up these corrupted 
sacrifices. This charge is similar to the one of 
Isaiah in Isaiah 1 where Isaiah says that the 
people’s sacrifices, feast days, and worship 
were not accepted, and that God hated their 
worship. 


Pure offerings make God’s name great among 
the nations, but corrupted offerings give God 
less honor than one would expect even one of 
the lowest government officials to receive. 


The curse for corrupting the sacrifices of God is 
banishment from God’s presence. As the priests 
of Israel, this would put them out among the 
common people who could not go into the holy 
place. No longer would they receive the benefits, 
glory, and honor that went along with being 
priests. 


If they would repent, then they would follow in 
the footsteps of their father Levi who had several 
desirable characteristics: (1) he stood in awe of 
God’s name, (2) he gave true instruction and spoke no wrong, and (3) he 
walked with integrity and turned away from iniquity. 


True priests, Malachi says, guard knowledge. 
People should look to them for instruction as 
trustworthy sources of the knowledge of God. 


These priests, however, had turned aside from 
the way, caused others to stumble, and had 
corrupted the covenant of God. 


Today, as priests in God’s kingdom, we are 
charged to share the gospel of Jesus with 
other, to walk with integrity, and to worship God 
with a pure heart (1 Peter 1:22; 2:9). God 

expects the sacrifices of mercy, compassion, and a holy life (Matthew 9:13; 
Romans 12:1-2). Not fulfilling our role as priests in God’s kingdom hurts 
ourselves, but it also hurts the people to whom we minister. 


High Priest

“I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.” 

MATTHEW 9:13
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A Jewish WeddingMalachi begins this section by referring to God as Israel’s Father (though 
there are other interpretations of this). If you recall from last week, Malachi 
referred to Israel’s blessings and cursing from the latter chapters of 
Deuteronomy. In Deuteronomy 32:6, Moses calls them to remember that 
God is their Father. This implies a responsibility on God’s part to care for 
them, but it also reminds them that they are to respect God as children are 
expected to respect their parents. 


The abomination committed is the same problem found throughout the 
post-exilic world: they had married foreign wives instead of seeking a 

MALACHI 
Malachi 2:10-16 | “I Hate Divorce”
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spouse from the house of Judah (Ezra 9-10; 
Deuteronomy 7:1-5). The reasoning behind this 
prohibition was simple: God knew that the people 
intermarrying with pagan nations would result in 
them adopting the pagan practices. This is what 
led to Solomon’s downfall, and, in turn, the 
eventual downfall of the nation of Israel. 


While notable characters throughout Israel’s 
history had successfully married Gentile wives, 
such as Boaz, it most often ended in disaster for 
God’s people. 


The people weep because God has rejected their 
temple offerings, but the source of God’s 
rejection is their own unfaithfulness. They have 
been unfaithful to God in marrying foreign wives, 
but, in the larger context, this is just a symptom 
of the problem: continual covenant 
unfaithfulness. 


God hates divorce. As Jesus said, it was allowed 
under the Law of Moses because of the hardness 
of Israel’s heart, but God expects us to keep the 
covenants we make with one another. This passage, coupled with some 
passages from Mark, have been used to argue that one should never dissolve 
their marriage, but this is inconsistent with God’s character as well. 


Would a loving God expect an abused spouse 
to stay with their abuser? Would that be best 
for them and the children produced in that 
marriage? Now, certainly God wants all to 
repent and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth, but mercy takes precedent over sacrifice.


This subject of divorce and remarriage is a 
deep one, and it can’t be so easily covered by 
citing just a few passages. There is a whole 
world of culture and Scripture that exists 
around this discussion, and to dismiss it based 

on a few proof-texts does not properly honor Scripture. 


The point is that God hates divorce, and it should be avoided if at all possible. 
God similarly hates when one clothes themselves in violence! 

Jesus defends the 
woman caught in 
adultery

“Take heed to 
yourselves.” 

MALACHI 2:16
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The Temple of GodAfter spending two chapters critiquing the priesthood, God offers an answer 
to one of the most common questions humans ask, “Where is the God of 
justice?” From their perspective, God was awarding the wicked and 
punishing the righteous. Of course, we know from the last two chapters that 
they weren’t as righteous as they thought they were. They offered 
unacceptable offerings, and they didn’t honor God’s name. 


Though these questions “weary” God, Malachi gives an answer in the form 
of a prophecy. Specifically, Malachi talks about two figures: a “messenger” 
(who is to prepare the way) and the Lord. This imagery of a messenger that 

MALACHI 
Malachi 2:17-3:5 | “The Messenger”
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prepares the way is most likely a callback to the 
Exodus. In Exodus 23:20 and Exodus 33:2, God 
promises to send an angel (same word for 
“messenger” in Greek and Hebrew). 


The Exodus imagery is central to many of the 
themes found in the New Testament concerning 
the life of Jesus, his death on the Cross, and the 
establishment of the kingdom (e.g., Luke 9:31). 


But who is this messenger? Mark 1:2, among 
many other passages, identify this figure as John 
the Baptizer. John the Baptizer was not just a 
forerunner of Jesus’s earthly ministry and death 
on the Cross, but he also was a sign that 
judgment was near for Jerusalem. 


We’re going to spend our last two classes talking 
about John the Baptizer, so we won’t spend too 
much time on this important character at this 
time. Malachi isn’t done with him yet. 


As before, we see that the purpose of God’s 
judgment is to refine, purify, and correct bad 
behavior. This judgment isn’t a judgment to 
annihilate, but to save. Though Esau’s country wouldn’t be rebuilt, Jacob 
would thrive. 


After this period of purification, however, another kind of judgment would 
come. It would be against sorcerers, adulterers, 
liars, oppressors of the poor, and those who do 
not fear God. These categories of judgment are 
common among the prophets. They had a lot to 
say about social injustices. This was a familiar 
theme to Jesus as well, especially in Luke.  


The NT’s Use of the OT  
This short passage is referenced ten times in 
the New Testament: Malachi 3:1 - Matthew 

11:3, 10; Mark 1:2; Luke 1:17, 76, 7:19, 27; John 3:28; Malachi 3:2 - 
Revelation 6:17; Malachi 3:3 - 1 Peter 1:7.Do you see how important it is to 
know the Hebrew Bible? What gems are available to us if we have eyes to 
see!

John the Baptist

“He will purify the 
descendants of 
Levi.” 

MALACHI 3:3
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Return from ExileAt the first of the book, we read how God loved Jacob but hated Esau. We 
saw how this was really about two groups of people: Israelites and 
Edomites. God loved Jacob by continually bringing them back to their land 
and saving them from sure destruction despite their many sins. 


When Malachi says that, “the Lord does not change,” he is making a 
statement about the surety of the promises made to the fathers. God 
showed relentless love towards the people in hopes that they would return 
to their Father. Similarly, in James 4:8, the Bible says, “Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you.”


MALACHI 
Malachi 3:6-12 | “Draw Near to Me”
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While most of our songs focus on going to 
heaven to be with God, there are a few that talk 
about heaven coming down. While the Bible talks 
about “going to be with Christ,” there is just as 
much emphasis, if not perhaps more, on God 
coming down to be with the people: Ezekiel 
37:26-27; John 14:23; Revelation 21:1-4.


How would the people return to God? By 
bringing their full tithes and offerings. Sometimes 
we may be afraid to help someone else because 
of our own financial situation. Undoubtedly, in 
this post-exilic time, Israel had some anxiety 
about parting with their possessions, but God 
says, “Put me to the test!”


God wanted the people to step out on faith, step 
back, and watch what God could do. Instead of 
keeping back part of their tithe out of fear of the 
future, they were to put all of their trust in God. 
After all, their covenant with God was based on 
the land promises made to Abraham. If they 
submitted to the commandments, then their land 
would flow with milk and honey. 


By tiptoeing around them commands of God, they were robbing the priests of 
what was due them, but they were also robbing God. Sometimes God gives 
us commands that seem impossible to follow. After all, who ever heard of 

loving one’s enemies or turning the other 
cheek? And yet, this is God’s will for us as 
citizens in the kingdom of God. 


When we reject God’s commands as not being 
practical, then we are rejecting life to the fullest. 
Malachi told the people that if they went all in 
on serving God, then all of the nations would 
count them happy and designate them as a 
land of delight. 


Imagine what our church could look like if we 
lay aside our fears and anxieties about the future and fully commit to the call 
of God. What would happen if we took these leaps of faith where our 
finances, personal relationships, worship, and outreach was concerned?

“All That She Has” - 
Howard Lyon 

“Will anyone rob 
God?” 

MALACHI 3:8
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An oven in PompeiiThis last question and response section of Malachi begins with an 
accusation against the people: “You have spoken harsh words against me.” 
The “harsh words” which Israel spoke are similar to the ones found at the 
end of chapter two. 


They said, “It is vain to serve God. What do we profit by keeping his 
command or by going about as mourners before the Lord of hosts? Now we 
count the arrogant happy; evildoers not only prosper, but when they put God 
to the test they escape.” 


MALACHI 
Malachi 3:13-4:3 | “Burning Like an Oven”
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This kind of language takes us back to the 
Exodus. After following Moses into the 
wilderness and witnessing all of the signs 
performed by God’s prophets Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam, they began to complain over and over 
again. 


These people have been brought back from exile. 
They have rebuilt their temple and their city, and 
yet they find reason to complain. While it seems 
like their questions are similar to other people in 
the Bible, there is a major difference: unlike Job, 
they are not righteous. They’re bring 
unsatisfactory offerings and tithes. God has 
promised to bless them, but they have not 
fulfilled their end of the bargain. 


After this, God commits to preserving the 
remnant. At this time, God promises that the 
difference between the righteous and wicked 
would be seen. 


The imagery Malachi chooses to illustrate this 
point is that of a purifying fire. The fire consumes 
the stubble, but it causes the righteous to be healed. This language serves as 
the basis for John the Baptist’s sermon in Matthew 3, and it is similar to 
several parables of Jesus: the parable of the wheat and tares and the parable 
of the sheep and goats. 


This passage, which is about the judgment and 
purification of Israel, is another major passage 
that the New Testament writers lean heavily 
upon over and over again. Understanding it is 
crucial to understanding this same imagery in 
the New Testament. 


The NT’s Use of the OT  
In Matthew 3, John the Baptist says, “Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire” (Matthew 3:10). This judgement language recalls Malachi 4:1. Notice 
the imminence in the statement “the ax is lying at the root of the tree.” Just as 
the kingdom was “at hand,” judgment on Israel was “at hand.” 


Wheat and Tares

“It will leave them 
neither root nor 
branch.” 

MALACHI 4:1
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The Prophet ElijahMalachi ends his book by calling the people to remember Moses. If they 
returned to these commandments, then they would be blessed, but if they 
continued down the path they were headed, then they would be cursed. 


Before God would “strike the land with a curse,” the prophet Elijah would 
come to warn the people. This language can be a bit confusing because we 
read it literally. That is, we expect Elijah to return to earth in order to warn 
the people. The same confusion arises in passages like Hosea 3:5 which 
talks about Israel returning to “seek David their king.” Perhaps some of this 
confusion can be cleared up when we let the Bible interpret itself. 


MALACHI 
Malachi 4:4-6 | “The Prophet Elijah”
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For example, in Acts 2:29, Peter interprets a 
passage about “David” as really talking about 
Jesus. That is, the prophets may have had 
“David” or “Elijah” in mind, but really these Old 
Testament characters were symbolic of New 
Testament characters who would fulfill their role. 


Notice how Jesus interprets this passage when 
his disciples ask about Elijah appearing on the 
Mount of Transfiguration:


And the disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the 
scribes say that Elijah must come first?” He 
replied, “Elijah is indeed coming and will restore 
all things; but I tell you that Elijah has already 
come, and they did not recognize him, but they 
did to him whatever they pleased. So also the 
Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.” 
Then the disciples understood that he was 
speaking to them about John the Baptist 
(Matthew 17:10–13).


A survey of the ministry of John the Baptist, then, 
is crucial to understanding what Malachi is 
talking about in the third and fourth chapters. Unfortunately, because John 
the Baptists role has been limited to a “forerunner” of Jesus’s earthly ministry, 
his role as the one who appears before the judgment of Israel has often gone 
overlooked. 


For this reason, we’ll spend extra time on John 
the Baptist as part of our Malachi class, but 
until then, notice the following passages: 
Matthew 11:13-14 and Luke 1:16-17. 


In Matthew 11:13-14, Jesus says that, if they 
were willing to accept it, John the Baptizer 
fulfills the Elijah prophecies. Jesus follows this 
announcement by pronouncing judgment on 
the people (Matthew 11:20-24).


Luke records a similar statement made by an angel to John’s father 
Zechariah. He speciiilaly says that John will be the one to “turn the hearts of 
the parents to the children.” We’ll look into this character more next week. 


John the Baptist

“Lo, I will send 
you the prophet 
Elijah.” 

MALACHI 4:4
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John Preaches in the 
Wilderness

The birth of Jesus is recorded in only two out of the four gospel accounts, 
and Christians celebrate it every year. We sing songs, we meet around the 
Christmas tree, and we travel miles to gather with our friends and family. 
After all, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” 


The ministry of John the Baptist is highlighted in every gospel account, but 
John rarely receives the attention he deserves. Isaiah 40:3 is cited towards 
the beginning of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to introduce John the 
Baptizer. Isaiah 40 is cited, alluded to, or echoed twenty times in the New 
Testament from the teaching of Jesus to the writings of Paul. 


MALACHI 
Appendix | “The Voice in the Wilderness”
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This passage, which is apparently central to 
understanding much of the New Testament, talks 
about the restoration of Israel, the inclusion of the 
Gentiles, and the rewarding of the saints. 


Many of these themes pop up again and again in 
the New Testament, but unless we are familiar 
with this background, they go unnoticed. 


In Matthew 3, we must understand the entirety of 
John’s sermon in light of Isaiah’s words in Isaiah 
40 and Malachi’s teaching in Malachi 3-4. The 
call to repentance, the announcement of a 
kingdom, and the warning of judgment comes 
from these texts and other passages that these 
rely on such as Deuteronomy 32 (e.g., Matthew 
3:7; Deuteronomy 32:33). 


The judgment discussed by John was one that 
coincided with a “near” arrival of the kingdom of 
heaven. As Jesus said in Mark 9;1, the disciples 
could expect the kingdom to arrive before some 
of the disciples would die. In Luke 21:20-22, 
29-32, Jesus said this would happen when 
Jerusalem was judged for rejecting him and the prophets. 


John promised that the one of whom he spoke would baptize the people with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. This is based out of several Old Testament passages, 

such as Ezekiel 37:11-14 and Joel 2:28-32. 
Those baptized by the Holy Spirit would be 
gathered into the barn of God, a symbol of the 
kingdom. 


The teaching and imagery used by John would 
later be utilized by Jesus and his disciples. The 
impact of John the Baptist is immeasurable, 
and if we familiarize ourselves with his 
teaching, then we will have a better grasp on 
the Great Story. Not only that, but Bible 
prophecy, such as the Book of Revelation, will 

make a lot more sense to us because will we be able to recognize the 
imagery from our studies of the prophets and John the Baptist. Allowing 
Scripture to interpret Scripture will take us far in all of our studies! 


Elizabeth Meets Mary 

“The kingdom of 
heaven is near.” 

MATTHEW 3:2
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