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Depiction of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel

The book of Malachi was authored as early as 515BC and as late as 400BC 
(even later for more liberal scholars). Popularly, it is known as the last book 
of the Christian Old Testament, and, for some, it marks the last words of 
God before a period of 400 years of silence. While this view makes sense 
due to the layout of our Bibles, it may be the case that Malachi was 
authored before even Ezra and Nehemiah. 


The book is dated to the time of the Persian period due to the reference to a 
“governor” in Malachi 1:8, the emphasis on tithing found in Malachi 3:8-15, 
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and the general theme of the rededication of the 
temple found throughout the book. 


The book is also popular for its connection with 
the opening chapters of each gospel account. 
The prophet John the Baptizer is often 
recognized as the fulfillment of the prophecies of 
Malachi. In fact, much of John’s preaching uses 
the same imagery utilized by Malachi several 
hundred years before him. 


The book of Malachi is structured around six 
sections of dialogue: 1:2-5; 1:6-2:9; 2:10-16; 
2:17-3:5; 3:6-12; 3:13-4:3. This six sections will 
serve as a general outline for our class on 
Tuesday mornings. 


Malachi has two major time periods in mind: the 
time of the rededication of the temple and the 
time of the kingdom of God. Sometimes, it can 
be difficult to distinguish which period is under 
consideration, but if we allow the New 
Testament to interpret the Old Testament, then 
some of this will make more sense as we read 
through the book together. 


While the popular view is that Malachi marks the beginning of 400 years of 
silence, I personally find this argument to be not convincing. If I were able to 

produce once prophet of God who existed 
during this 400 years, then we would have a 
good reason to question this view. 


Anna was a prophet in Jerusalem before Jesus 
was born. The Bible says that she was 84 years 
old and never left the temple (Luke 2:36-38). 
Her existence as a prophetess calls into 
question this popular theory. 


Regardless, Malachi marks the end of our Old 
Testaments, and it sets the stage for the 

preaching of John the Baptist, the life of Jesus, and the arrival of the kingdom 
of God. I hope you’ll join us each week as we explore this fascinating book 
and get a better grasp of the New Testament through a better understanding 
of the Old Testament. 


Anna the Prophetess 
(Luke 2:36-38)

1:2-5; 1:6-2:9; 
2:10-16; 2:17-3:5; 
3:6-12; 3:13-4:3 
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Esau sells his 
birthright to Jacob.

The first declaration of the Messenger is that God loves his people. Because 
God is love, every act of God is an act of love. Even God’s wrath has a 
loving purpose in Malachi: repentance which leads to reconciliation. Like a 
father discipling his children, God’s wrath is intended to end in an embrace. 
God wants nothing more than to be reunited with the people. 


God’s love and God’s wrath are not incompatible, for when we understand 
God’s relentless love, we come to understand the need for and object of 
God’s wrath: whatever is not of love. This brings sin and righteousness into 
perspective by forcing us to repent of all of our sins, not just the outward, 
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“obvious” sins. Sins such as greed, lust, and 
hatred, though they may seem small compared 
to something like murder, are incompatible with 
the love of God and must be expunged from the 
record of our lives. 


Israel’s response to God is, “How have you 
loved us?” People misinterpret God’s wrath as a 
lack of love or God’s love as a lack of wrath, but 
the two go hand in hand. To demonstrate Divine 
love for the people, God points to history: “Yet I 
have loved Jacob but I have hated Esau.” 


Israel must recall that, despite her continual 
failings, God has always loved her and kept the 
promises made to Abraham. They fell in the 
wilderness, but a remnant was preserved. 
Abraham lied about Sarah, but God remained 
faithful. David had a man killed, but God kept 
the promise made to David. 


Esau, though he was in a relationship with God 
and blessed by God, had sold his right to the 
inheritance. This does not mean that God hated 
Esau in that Esau is damned to Hell. Instead, in 
terms of the promises made to Abraham, Jacob, later named Israel, was 
chosen by God. 


This is an important concept to understand 
because in Romans 9 Paul talks about the 
touchy subject of election. On the surface, it 
looks as if Paul is speaking about individuals, 
but when we realize the Old Testament 
backdrop to Paul’s point seen here in Malachi, 
we find that he is specifically talking about God 
choosing a group of people through whom the 
Seed would come, not individual souls. 


The purpose of God fulfilling these promises 
was not to exclude people like Esau or the 

Gentiles from these promises but that, “Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy” (Romans 15:8-9).


Jacob blesses his 
twelve sons.

“I have loved 
Jacob but I have 
hated Esau.” 
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